
 

 
 
 

Gwinear-Gwithian Parish Council was gifted land in the village of Connor Downs in 2002 to 
create a much needed play park for the village.  We now have a very well established park, the 
Elizabeth Sampson Playing Field, with toddler area, football pitch and MUGA equipment. 
 

 
Elizabeth Sampson Playing Field, Connor Downs 

 

Unfortunately over the last couple of years we have experienced some anti-social behaviour 
within the park.   Luckily we have a fantastic relationship with our local Neighbourhood Police 
Team and work closely with PSCO Kevin Youngman and PC John Fulker.  We have created a 
Police Surgery once a month whereby the local Police can come to our Parish office and meet 
with local people to discuss any issues they have, we arrange and advertise the meetings within 
the Parish on behalf of the Police.  
 

 
Anti-social behaviour - graffiti 



 

 
 
We had some really serious anti-social behaviour at the park about a year ago, it is still flaring up 
now with 3 youths under investigation with the Police.  When it happened a year ago the Parish 
Council took part in restorative justice with the Police and after meeting the youths who had 
admitted to the ASB crime they said it was mainly down to boredom and they specifically asked 
for something like a pod shelter or swing as they were not allowed to go in the toddler area to 
use the only swing in the park.   

 

 
Existing teen equipment – boring and outdated 

 
The Parish Council decided to put together a small survey (see page 3) and this was sent out to 
local Primary and Secondary schools.  
 
The local Police team have also advised the Parish Council that when patrolling the park they 
have had many requests from local children for a goal net as their footballs always end up in the 
fields behind the park. 
 

 
M.U.G.A. 



 

Example of the Questionnaire 

 
 
Do you live in Connor Downs? 
 

Do you live in our Parish? (See map on reverse) 
 

How old are you? 
 

Please rate the items of equipment below 1 being the one you would most like to have in our 
local park, 2 being your second choice and 3 being you’re least favourite. 
a) A traditional swing set for 10 year olds and over 

  
b) a basket or single point style swing for all ages 

 
C) A pod or shelter (possibly with Bluetooth connectivity) 
Pods are youth shelters ideal for over 10’s and teenagers.  The Pod can be fitted with lighting and a music pack 
incorporating a Bluetooth music player. The system is powered by a set of crank handles connected to a generator 
which the users turn to power up.  Protection from wind and rain is provided. 

 
Any comments??........................................................................................................................ 
...........................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................. 

We are considering expanding the 
equipment at the play park at Connor 
Downs and would like to get your views 
on the sort of equipment you would 
prefer.  Please note that any new 
equipment will be subject to a grant. 
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RATING 

RATING 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
Questionnaire results 
 
 

 
 
 

99 children returned completed questionnaires, of those 62 lived within Connor Downs and a 
further 11 within the Parish.  The data below concentrates on those living within the Parish. 
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*1 person voted both in first place 

 

 
 

 
*1 person voted both in first place 
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*1 person voted both in first place 

 

 

Response from comments section of questionnaire 
 
Age 7-10 
 

 If this (provision of more equipment) was done, I would use it (the park) more ; I think more items 
are needed in the park and the items there already need updating or repairing, thank you 

 I like the pod because it is for older kids and it would stop them from hanging out in the little kids 
area 

 Can we have a Ferris wheel; wooden slippery slide shelter; bike area 

 Could we have a log climbing frame 

 Can we have a slide, roundabout and water slide 

 Please can we have a trampoline 

 I would like a big slide, a water slide and a river to play in 

 Can we have an underground slide and a big slide 

 A slide 

 Can there be a big slide; can you cut the grass and wash the graffiti 

 Can you make some bigger slides or put more of a slope and cut the grass more often 

 The slide is a bit boring 

 There are not enough bins; we need more play stuff 

 Cut the grass more often; slide does not slide 

 Not enough things for over 8’s; cut grass 

 It’s really good especially the climbing frame 

 Squishy tarmac, a little pond, a football net, more bins, a climbing wall, a tree house 

 I like the Connor Downs park but I think that H (Hayle) is better 

 I would like a roundabout, also a big slide, a water slide and a trampoline 

 Stop teenagers bleeping at younger kids 

 Needs more bins and benches 

 It (the park) has got everything it needs, it is a great park for children 

 Can you get a bigger slide 

 There should be a pond for wildlife; there should be more benches 

 Can you put a bigger slide 
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Age 7-10 continued..... 

 

 I would like to have a slide for age 9 and over and some more play things 

 Bigger slide for 8’s and over 

 You could make it bigger and better, it’s a bit boring, not enough 

 I think it won’t be fair for the little ones for the swings 

 There’s too much spare space in the park 

 I like roller-skating, so can we have it in there; I would also like to have an underground water slide, 
a ?climb or hang downwards 

 Could we get a massive climbing frame please 

 I like Jungle Jims, could we have one, also monkey bars and a roundabout 

 Can we have a monkey frame, how about a spring feet slide 

 Please can we have a big slide 

 Can we have a wood slide; can we have a water slide 

 I would like a roundabout like in Hayle park 

 Can we have a fairground, that would be fun 

 Can we have a wooden climbing frame, a trampoline and a water slide 
 
Age 11-13 
 

 I like the pod and the basket about the same, but I like the basket a little bit better, but I would like 
both 

 Some of my friends and I in Connor Downs like going out on our bikes and scooters a lot, but have 
to go all the way to Hayle to use a bowl/ramp.  I think we would all like a ramp or area in which we 
could skater, thank you 

 Bluetooth (a pod with); put another goal in 

 Prefer pod 1 with Bluetooth 
 
Age 14-17 
 

 I think a pod would be useful towards the teenagers, however there is a chance of vandalism, I 
would like to suggest a graffiti wall 

 Maybe ask for people’s ideas as well as things to pick out of 

 A lot of me and my friends regularly play football at the park and would recommend a new goal and 
other football equipment 

 Pod with Bluetooth please 

 I hope that the basket swing would be as big as the picture, it would make a change to Hayle Rec. 
basket 

 Can you please include more lights up there and a better surface for playing football on, also cut the 
trees back. 
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